
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT ÜF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION 
AGAINST SEXUALLY TRANSMI'rI'ED INFECTIONS FROM 

NOVEMBER 1999 (38TH GENERAL AsSEMBLY, SUN CITY, 
SoUTH AFrucA) TO SEPTEMBER 2000 (EXECUTIVE 

COMMI'l*l'EE MEETING, BUDAPEST, HUNGARY) 

Monday 4 eptember 2000 at 9.00am in the Conference 
Venue, Pesti Vigadó, Budapest. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Thc new Exet:utivc Commiuce met after the last General 
Assembly at the Sun City ConvenLion Centre. and w11l mcet 
again just beforc the ncxt (39th) General Assembly in Berlin 
next Junc. in association with the 9th IUSTI World 
STD/AIDS Congress. and thc mcctmg of the íSSTDR. 

The meeting in Sun City was the first time the Union's 
Executivc Commiuec had cver met in the African Region. 

lt is a great pleasurc to thank and acknowledge thc work 
donc by Thc Prcsident of the Congress, Professor ttila 
Horvath , and the o rganising Secretary, Dr Viktoria 
Varkonyi, and their Committee members, for this European 
Regional 1USTI meeting in Budapcsl. This Sc1entific 
Confercnce has bcen highly successful, with papers prcsentcd 
from many naltons in Central and Eastern Europe (Hungary. 
Austria. A1.erbaiJan. Bclg1um. Croaua, Estonia, Germany, 
Great Bri1a1n, Latvia, Polantl. Roman1a, Russia, Slovenia. 
Sweden, Ukrai nc, Yugoslavia) and also from Africa 
(Tanzan1a), Asia-Pacific (Thailand. Philippines and Aus1ralia), 
Latin America (Brazil), and North Amenca (USA). 

THEREGIONS 

Ali Regional Dircctors' terms of office expire at thc ncxl 
General Assembly 1n Berlin. and the currem holdcrs or new 
nominees are eligible for re-election or eleclion as appropriate. 

EUROPE 

Thc Europcan Branch continues to ílourish, as evidenced 
1)y this excellcnt Scicntific Confercncc in Budapest. and lhe 
Vorld Exccutive Commiuee is pleased to support lhe Branch 

by holding our mccting hcrc. We lhank and congralulate 
Professor Attila Horvath and Dr Viktoria Varkonyi for thc 
success of Lhis meeting. 

! have a strong commitmem as current Presidem to main
tain and where possiblc cnhance the ever valuablc comribu
tions of Europcan Branch members 10 the effective functio
ning of the ExecuLive Committee and to the IUSTl as a whole. 

This region is also po1sed to hold the 7th IUSTJ World 
STD/AIDS Congress and 39lh General Assembly in June ncxt 
year, kind ly hos1cd by Peter Kohl and his Organising 
Committce in Berlin. At the Sun City General Asscmbly he 
handcd ovcr lhe Regional Dircctorship to Dr Angelika Stary, 
Treasurer of lhe European Branch Committee. Dr Jean-Marc 
Bohbot continues as European Branch Committce Chair. and 
this Commillee has hcld its busmess mcctmg in Budapest too, 
officiated by Dr Angelika Stary and Dr Geo voo Grogh. 

AFRICA 

We offer our warrnest thanks and congratulalions LO Ron 
Ballard and his Organising Commiuee for the grcat success 
of las1 November's Congress and business meeLings, in Sun 
City. 

Dr Ibra doye cominues 10 hold both the positions of 
Regional Director and also Chair of thc Branch Committee, 
vi1.. the African Union aga,ns t Sexually Transmilted 
Infections (AUSTn. 

ASJA-PACIFIC. The new Regional DirecLor is Professor 
Vcrapol Chandeying (cvcrapol@ralree.psu.ac.th). Thanks go 
10 Dr T Thirumoorthy for his term as previous Asia-Pacific 
Regional Director. Dr Janet Say (pjaneLsay@hotmail.com) 
continues as Asia-Pac1fic Branch Commiuee Chair. 

India 1s hosting the 11 Lh Asia-Pacific Regional Mee1ing 
from the l 3- l 5th of nex1 month in Chandigarh. The 
Orgamsing Sccretary is Dr Bhushan Kumar. Further details 
are obtainable ai medins1@pgi.chd.nic.in 

Plans are underway for funher regional meetings in Beijing 
counesy of Professor Xuc-Yun Zhu and in Thruland courtesy 
of Professor Verapol Chandeyiog. 

LATIN AMERICA 

Professor Hilda Abreu (abreuh@adinet.com.uy) is the 
ncw Chair of ULACETS. Lhe LaLin American Branch 
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Commillee. Dr Ju an Carlos Flichman (ulacets@ maste
rint.org) continues as lhe Regional DirecLOr. 

The members of ULACETS continue their long series of 
successful Scientific Conferences on STD and HfY/AlDS. 
with Lhe next one scheduled 10 be held in Mexico City, in 
August 2001. 

The most exciting developmenl for Latin America from thc 
Union's poinl of vicw is lhat the 40th General Assembly and 
8th IUSTf World STD/AIDS Congress will be held in Punia 
dei Este, Uruguay, in December 2003. History will be made 
by this being lhe lirst time lhe Union has cver held a General 
Assembly in lhe Latin American Region. 

NORTH AMERICA 

History was also made at the Sun City General Assembly 
when a IUSTI Branch Comrniuee was formally des ignated for 
lhe Nonh American Region, namely the Arner ican STD 
Association (ASTDA), with Professor Julius Schachter as 
its Chair (jsch@itsa.ucsf.edu). Simultaneous ly that 
Associa1ion's journal, Sexually Tra11s111i1ted Diseases, of 
which Professor Julius Schachtcr is Editor, was designated 
as the official scientific journal of Lhe IUSTI for the region. 

LIAISON WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANTSATION. It is again a great 
plcasure 10 acknowledge the spec ial contributi on to lhe 
Union's work of our Liaison Officer to the WHO, Dr Mike 
Antal. Effective representati on of lhe five regions on lhe 
ExccuLivc Committee by its general clected membcrship. as 
well as by their Regional Direclors and Branch Comminec 
Chairs. would make his 1ask rnuch easier. in compiling thc 
essenlial ongoing Schedule of Collaborative ActiviLics het
ween th c IUSTI and thc W HO. The Official Plan for 
Collaboration between our two bodies is published on our 
internet website, as wcll as in Lhe /111 J STD & AIDS and in our 
Russian languagc j ournal Sex11ally Tra11s111i1ted Diseases 
(SA NAM/CAHAM ). Dr Antonio Gerbasc is currently Lhe 
Officer responsible for STDs in lhe WHO. 

U & UNAIDS. Dr F rancis dowa is the currenl conLacl 
pcrson in Geneva, and Professor Lcw Drusin continues as 
our Union·s main representative to lhe United Naiions in New 
York. 

ILDS. lmmediaie Past Presidcnl Dr Michael Waugh has 
succcedcd Professor Detlef Petzoldt as Liaison Oflicer to lhe 
Jnternalional League of Dennatological Societies. 

ISSTDR. Dr Petcr Kohl. our new Honorary Treasurer, is 
currenlly our main liaison member to Lhe Jntcrnational Society 
for STD Research. 

Wriucn rcports from ali these IUSTI representative are to 
be submi1ted ai lhe nexL meeting in Berlin, in June 2001. 

COMPOSITION ANO CONSTITUTJON OF THE 
WORLD EXECUTfVE COMMITTEE 

DS/'- J bras Do,mças Sex Trrwsm l 2(2)A 1-45, 2{)()() 

/uslt 

COMPOSITION 

ln Sun City Professor Ron Ballard was elected Acting 
Secretary General, and he has since been appointed Sccretary 
General (rballard @mweb.co.za), which left the Assistanl 
Secretary position vacant, 10 be filled al rhis Executive 
Commillee meeting, and 1his completes Lhe recenlly increased 
complemenl of six Office-Bearers. as laid down in lhe arnend
ments to Lhe Statules made at the 38th General Assernbly. 
Pro fessor B iid a Abreu is now Lhe e lected Assistant 
SecrcLary. thc firsl lime lhe Union has had an office bearer 
from lhe Latin American Region. 

ll is further noted with interest 1ha1 this is lhe first time in 
the seventy-seven years of the Union that lhe Exccu1ive 
Cornmillee of the Union has had a Presidem from other than 
Europe or North Arnerica, and thc firsl time lhere has been an 
Offi ce-Bearer from lhe African Region . The Treasurer Dr 
Peter Kohl (peterkohl@knk-berlin .de), Pas t President 
Michael Wa ugh (waughrni @ulth.n o rthy.nh s. uk ), and 
Presidem Elect James Bingham Uames.bingham@gstt.stha
mes.nhs.uk), still maintain the high profile of Lhe Union's tra
ditional strong support from lhe European Region. li is also a 
healthy reflcction of the progressivc global internationalisa
tion of the Union. thal lhe composition of the Executive 
Cornrnillee as a whole now more equitably reflects the realily 
of thr five regions of the Union. 

CONSTITUTION 

Michael Waugh has conlinued the previous sterling work 
of Detlef Petzoldt, by re-examining lhe Union ·s S1a1u1cs, with 
a view 10 bcginning 10 upda1e them íor the s1ar1 of this new 
millennium. He has pul forward specific proposals about 
voting procedures for consideration at this meeting and subse
quently al next ycar's General Assembly. These and further 
possible revisions take imo account lhe observations and sug
gestions from our Honorary Legal Advisor, The Honourable 
J us tice Michael Kirby, when he exa mined the 1995 
Singapore Statutes for us in delail. lmprovemenLs LO voting 
havc becn implemented. by including more formal nominating 
procedures, and exLending voting to make provision for proxy 
votes. and for postal votes (by fax. email. surface mail or air 
rnail) 

PUBLlCATIONS AND OTHER COMMUNI
CATIONS 

JOURNALS AND NEWSLETTERS 
Since Lhe last General Assernbly the l UST I has had an 

additional oflicial scientifie journal, viz.. Sexually Tra11smi1ted 
Diseases of the American STD Assoeiation, wiLh Editor 
Professor Julius Schachter, Usch@itsa.ucsf.edu). This is 
now added to the Russian language journal of 
SANAM/CAHAM Sexually Trans111itted Diseases, Editor Dr 
Mikh ail Gomberg , (mgomberg@css-mps.ru); l ama/ 
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Brasileiro de Doe11ca.1· Se.rnalme111e Tra11s111issiveis. Editor Dr 
Mauro Passos (rnipmaur@vm.uff.br); Ve11ereology, edited by 
Professor Basil Donovan and Mrs Juliet Richtcrs; (dono
vanb@sesahs.nsw.gov.au and j.richlcrs@unsw.cdu.au), and 
/111 J STD & AIDS, cdited by Dr Wallacc Oinsmo rc 
( 1 O 1631.2261@compuscrve.com) as official scientifíc jour
nals of thc Union. Subscnptions to lhe lnt J STD & AJDS can 
now be rnadc lhrough i1s sccure si1c ai h11ps://www.securehos-
1i ng.corn/sccurcforms/sh 10001 l /ordc1jnl.htm. 

The Asia-Pacilic Region has rccen1ly published a furthcr 
cdilion of i1s Ncwsleuer, (Volume I O, No. 1, June 2000). This 
has becn showcased on lhe Union's internet websitc, in addi
tion 10 having 2.000 hard copies printcd for distribution 
world-wide. particularly a1 the forthcoming Asia-Pacific 
Regional meeting in Chandigarh, lndia, next month. 

INTERNET WEBSITE 

Our website is emerging as a wondcrful source of informa-
1ion for TUSTI membcrs and non-members alikc. Severa! sig
nificant changes have 1aken place sincc last year'c; General 
Assembly. 

• the web address has bcen simplified to hnp://www.iusti.org/ 
• 1he email address of the Union is ius1i@ozemail.com.au 
• the contents have bcen made more user-acces ible, inclu

d ing the Mcmbership Regis1cr, the Who's Who of the 
Executive Commillee, lhe S1.a1u1es, and now also lhe abo
vcmentioned lUSTI Regional Newsleuer, The Asia-Pacijic 
Ve11ereo/ogis1. 

• lhe IUSTI website ovcrall has been given a "facelifl" inspi
red by lhe colourful new edition of the Asia-Pacific 
Newslcucr. 

• there has becn an incrcase in numbcr of links to other site , 
now including the MSSVD in the United Kingdom. the 
Australasian College of Sexual Hcalth Physicians, and 
others. 

• an anti-rctroviral drug checklist has been included, and 
recently updated 

• There is now a special link from thc IUSTI site to forthco
ming events pages elsewhere, via www.iusti.org/cvents 

The composition on the Wcbsite Working Group has bccn 
cxpandcd, with ncw mcmbers including lhe Asia-Pacific 
Regional Dircctor Professor Verapol Chandcying. the Chair 
of lhe Latin American Branch Commillee (U LACETS ), 
Professor Hilda Abreu, plus Professor Basil Donovan and 
Dr imon 13arton. in addition to thc original two members, 
rn ysel f a nd Webmas te r Dr Chris tophe r Mi ll er 
(Chri .Miller@iusti.org). Severa! of us, including Professor 
Clrnndeying, hcld disc uss ions at thc Annual Scientific 
Conferencc of the Australasian Sexual Hcalth Physicians in 
Darwin, Austral ia, in Junc. At that mecting I also held discus
sions with lhe Honorary Secretaryffreasurcr of the ASTDA 
Dr Stcphen lorse, of thc Centers for Discasc Contrai , 

Atlanta. Gcorgia, rcgarding proposed links 10 American inter
net sites. among 01her international issues. 

Dr Russell Waddell in Adelaide, South Australia. eonli
nucs to deal wi1h clinicai enquiries dirccted to the Union via 
our wcbsite and email addrcss. He is also avai lablc through 
the Australasian College of Sexual Hcalth Physicians on 
secretanat@acshp.org.au, at which Dr Chris Miller is also 
the Webmaster. 

Fu1ure features could inelude a pro1cctcd membcrs-only 
arca of lhe site for internai material. This arca could bc acces
sed by means of a user name and password-proteeted combi
nation. Internet access to thc Union 's scicntific journals is 
mentioncd also in items 3. 1 and 5.2. 

Our new server ai www.iusti.org allows us some fcatures 
not previously availablc on thc old one: 

• s1a1istics for si1e accesscs (there is a link 10 the statistics 
report from the bollom of every page 011 the site). 

• a search engine 
• another futurc addition could be an online databasc (eg of 

IUSTI members) which would allow anyone 10 search for 
spccific information. rather than downloading the whole 
page of infonnation (which currently takes severa! minu
tes) 

• AI this stage the Working Pany would bc grateful for any 
fcedback or suggcstions about the site. Also let us know if 
you have any favourite sites you would like to add to our 
links section, and provide us with a brief comment on the 
site for other IUSTI mcmbers. 

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

CD ROM 
The CD ROM Se:rnally Tra11s111i11ed /11fectio11s a11d 

Ge11iroa11a/ Derma,oses - Díag11osis a11d Therapy, ISBN 90-
74512-44-5, is officially endorsed by thc IUSTI. This cduca
tional resourcc is introduccd by Michael Waugh. and autho
red by Peter Kohl, (Editor-in-Chief) together with James 
Bingham, Jorma Paavonen Upaavone@cc.helsinki.fi), Ross 
Philpot and Jonathoo Zcnilman Uzcnilma@jhmi.edu). li 
continues 10 be available from Lasion Europe NY in Belgium, 
info@la ion.be, tcl: +32 3 877 0555, fax: +32 3 887 8705. 
Kon1ichses1eenweg 40. B-2630 Artselarr. Belgium. 

Wc are being asked for pcrmission 10 use some material 
from thc CD ROM for education by other organisations eg. 
AIDS council rcsources for gay men and by CAHAM in 
Russian languagc trnnslation. 

FUTURE EDUCATIONAL ACTMTIES 

Thc Execulive Commiuce of Lhe Union might do well to 
support or sponsor other CD ROMs and other cducational 
publications, as wcll as adding 10 the currcnt modcst educatio
nal content of thc website itsclf. The CD ROM is already 
represented on lhe wcbsite, and thcre is potcntial for more 
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electronic education 10 be promoted through Lhis valuable 
communicmion 1001. The various íUSTI journals, or at least 
abs1rac1s of their articles. could be made available online via 
ihe website, and lhe /111 J STD & AIDS is already accessible in 
this way by registering with CatchWord. and following the 
protoeol explaincd on ht1p://www.rsm.ac.uk/pub/s1d.htm. 

Every governme nt in every one of the three hundred 
nations around the world should have email and website faci
lities. So should every un iversity. So should every major hos
pital, and in time all public Sexual Health Clinics and private 
Sexual Health Services. Toe IUSTI should therefore makc it 
pari of it. role to ass1st our fellow health profcssionals in all 
these areas to do their jobs as effectively as possible, by provi
dmg high quality relevant educational and resource material 
by elcctronic acccss. 

Th is is a chal lenge to eac h of us on thi s Executi ve 
Committce, LO support the website and Internet Working 
Group in Lhis important task. 

BOOKS ON REGIONAL INTERNATIONAL 
VENEREOLOGY 

l would like 10 draw auention to some books and text book 
chaptcrs on international aspects of Venereology: 

Sex, Disease and Sociery. A co111parative histo1)' of sexually 
tra11s111itted diseases a11d HIV/A IDS in Asia and the Pacific, 
ediied by Milton Lewis, Scott Bamber and Michael Waugh, 
Greenwood Press. Connecticut. USA, 1997. ISBN 0-3 13-
29442-9: 

Sexually Transmi1ted Diseases in Asia and the Pacific, edi
ted by Brian Mulhall, Roy Chan. David Plummer, Rabin 
Sarda, Werasil S ittit rai , Tim Brown and Dori.s 

lttSI 

Mugrditchian. Vencreology Publishing lnc, New South 
Wales. Australia. 998, ISBN 0-646-34972-4. Colleagues in 
other rcgions may carc 10 emulate lhe lead provided by these 
authors in documenung Sexual Health Medicine on an inter
national scale. 

Aral S O. Holmes K K. Chapter 4. Social and teehnical 
dctcrminams of thc epidemie of STDs: individualised and 
developing countries, 39-76: and Way P O. Schwartlander 
D. Piot P. Chapter 5. The global epidemiology of HIV and 
AIDS. 77- 103 in Holmes K K. Sparling P F. Mardh P-A ct 

ai. Sexually Trans mittcd Diseases, 3rd Edition 1999. 
McGraw-Hill. New York and seventeen other counlries. 

COMING MEETINGS OF THlS EXECUTTVE COM-
MlTTEE 

BERLIN 
Junc 2001, as mentioned above (4.1). 
The organising agency in Berlm 1s: 
Elke Schmeckenbechcr 
Congress Partner GMBH 
Boyenstrae 41 
D- 10115 Berli n 
Tclcphone: +49 30 20 450041 
Fax: +49 30 20 450042 
Email: schmeckenbecher@cpb.de, or Berlin@cpb.de, web

site http://www.cpb.de or email peterkohl@knk-berlin.de 

ln accordance with lhe amendments to thc Statutes adopted 
in Sun City, Lhe Presidcnt' s tem, of office is two years, so at 
the next General Assembly I wi ll become lmmediate Past 
President. James Bingbam will bccome the new President 

TABLE 1 
VENUES OF GENERAL ASSEMBLIES 1972-2003 

'o. Ycar Da1es City Country Rcgion 
i.n serie;, 

27 1972 May 27-31 Vemc~ llnly Europe 

28 1975 April 13-18 Vallcna Mnha Europc 

29 1978 May21-25 Lceds Uni1ed Kingdom Eu1ope 

30 1980 June 6- ll Bcrhn Gcm1any Europc 

31 1982 Junc 25-29 Dublin lreland Europe 

32 1984 Junc 17-2 ! Momreal Canada North Amcrico 

33 1986 Junc 25-29 Paris France Europc 

34 1988 Junc 3-l Cannl!.> Frnncc Europt: 

35 1990 May9-1 I London Uni1cd Kingdom EurOJ)<! 

36 1995 March 18-22 Smgapore Singaporc As,a Pacific 

37 1997 June 26-28 Melboume Australia Asia Pacific 

38 1999 Nov 21-24 Sun Ci1y Sou1h Africa Africa 

39 2001 1 June 24-27 Bcrlin Germany Europe 

40 2003 December 2-5 Punta dei Es1e Uruguay Lalin America 
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and the Assembly will vote for a ncw President Elect to serve 
until becoming the following President in 2003. 

ln Berlin there will also be elections for all five Regional 
Di rectors, as well as for a number o f other Executive 
Committee membcrs whosc terms of office expire at the 39th 
General Assembly. 

ln Budapest Peter Kohl and I discussed preparations for 
this Congress, and we mct again in Berlin. before and aftcr a 
tour of inspection of the excellent mecting venue and hotel 
accommodation. 

Este, Uruguay, in associa1ion with the 14th Latin American 
Congress of Sexually Transmi11ed Diseases/ULACETS. ln 
Budapest Professor Hilda Abreu and 1 discussed plans for 
lhe Congress venue. We had previously made a tour of inspec
tion of 1he venue together in October 1998. Further details are 
available from Professor Hilda Abreu on abreuh@adi
net.com.uy - phone/fax +598 2 350 4018. Artigas 572, 
Durazno, Uruguay, Sud America. 

Dr Ross Philpot - carlisle@chario1.ne1.au 
Augus1 2000 

EXECUTIVE COMMITIE~ MEETING 1N 
2002. To be arranged. 

PUNT A DEL ESTE 
Decem bcr 2003. 40th World General Assembly and 8th 

fUSTI World STD/AlDS Congress, will be held in Punta dei 

I.U.S.T.l. 

INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAlNST 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS 

http://www.iusti.org/ 

Founded in 1923 for international cooperation in thc 
control of sexually transmissible diseases 

Admitted into offlcial relatio11s with lhe Worltl Health Orga11isatio11 i11 1948 
011 lhe Roster of the U11itetl Natio11s Economic anti Social Co1111cil 

Dr Ross Philpot 135 Hutt Street, Adelaide, SA 5000. 
Phone: +6188232 4511 Fax: +61 8 8232 3273 

Email: carlisle@chariot.net.au 
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